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A NOTE ABOUT MONEY: ALTHOUGH WE MADE QUITE A 

STRONG PLEAfFOR MONEY IN APRIL , . THE MONTH OF MAY 
WAS THE WORST MONTH FOR SUBSCRIPTION . INCOME 
WITHIN MEMORY . . ' TTi. it : 

WE FEEL MANY, MANY SUBSCRIBERS JUST ARE NOT MAKING 
ANY EFFORT TO RESPOND- -TO OUR FINANCIAL NEEDS. 

YOU MUST BEGIN TO MAKE- UP YOUR BACK BILLS. 
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CORRECTIONS: In packet #616, June 1, 1974, on 
page 7, two names are spelled incorrectly. 

In the first column, 5th paragraph, Owusu 
Sakaukai should be Sadaukai. 

In the first column, 6th paragraph, Immau 
Baraka, should be Imamu . Baraka . 
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UoNo REPORT REVEALS NATO "COUNTER- INTERVENTION” 
CONTINGENCY PLANNING FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA, AS 
HEAD OF SOUTH AFRICA * S". MILITARY VISITS WASHINGTON 

LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK' (LNS) --American and NATO military 
officials have been forced to admit that they have 
been actively engaged in secret contingency plan- 
ning for military operations in the southern Af- 
rica area. These contingency plans could turn 
into a direct U.S. military commitment to defend 
the white supremacist regimes in South Africa, 
Rhodesia, and the Portuguese colonies of Angola 
and Mozambique according to a recent report pre- 
pared for the United Nation* s Committee on Decol- 
onization o 

The commitment has already reached a point 
where the NATO ministers, in a communique issued 
last June in Brussels, but still classified as 
secret, authorized the Supreme Allied Commander 
in the Atlantic region (SACLANT) to plan for con- 
tingencies "outside .-the-... NATO area." NATO activi- 
ties are authorized only north of the Tropic of 
Cancer which excludes all of the continent of 
Africa, south of the Sahara Desert. 

But the still unpublished U.N. report says 
that the NATO study is intended to prepare the 
way for the setting up of: a "counter- intervent ion" 
force in the area: with- South African cooperation* 
NATO denies this. 

SACLANT, headed by American Admiral Ralph W. 
Cousins and based in Norfolk, Virginia, has al- 
ready begun gathering -information on bases that 
might be required in the southern Africa area* 

So far, SACLANT has reached the conclusion that 
NATO itself does not have sufficient forces to 
deal with that area. A defense arrangement invol- 
ving the white supremacist regimes of southern 
Africa- -South" Africa., in particular--is therefore 
necessary 0 

The United States is still an official ad- 
herent to the U«N* arms embargo on South Africa, 
passed in 1965* The government position is that 
"the U.So fully supports the U.N. arms resolution 
against the Republic of South Africa, and it sup- 
ports neither side in the disputes between Port- 
ugal and the African Nationalist f s Movements in 
its territories. 11 

However, there have been several signs lately 
that, at least within the Pentagon and probably at 
other levels of the Administration, there is a 
growing desire to establish friendly military re- 
lationships with South Africa. 

There is, for instance, the U.S. ! s increas- 
ingly related interpretation of what prohibited 
materials are* South Africa now buys all the 
light aircraft and helicopters it needs, ostensi- 
bly because they are for "civilian use." 

In January, South Africa* s Minister of Infor- 
mation was warmly received for a two week "unoffi- 
cial visit in which he met with high level Penta- 
gon officials and with Vice President Gerald Ford. 

And in early May, Admiral Hugo H. Biermann, 
Commandant of the South Africa Defense Forces, 


arrived in the U „ S <> for what was termed a "private" 
visit. It was the first time in over ten years 
that the head of the South African Defense Forces 
had, visited the U.S. 

His visit was organized by the United States 
Strategic Institute, a conservative group of for- 
mer Army, and Navy officers concerned with the 
** study and... discussion of. problems of national sec- 
urity in the nuclear age." 

However,, to receive a visitors visa, Biermann 
was required to state that while in Washington, 
he "would make no. official contacts 0 " Nonetheless, 
the Admirals first stop. was the Pentagon, where he 
spent some time with acting Secretary of the Navy 
J e William. .Middendorf. on -May 7. A spokesman for 
Middendorf . said . "we sure didn’t consider it an of- 
ficial visit,** and said that they only talked about 
a mutual friend. 

Biermann also.. attended a. dinner given in his 
honor by Congressman Robert . E. Bauman (Rep.-Mdo) 
at which seventeen Admirals were present. Bauman’s 
office would not comment on the dinner. 

Biermann is one of the chief architects of 
South Africa’s current military strategy which 
seeks to involve the U.S. and other NATO countries 
in a close regional alliance against what fhe South 
Africa. Minister of Defense recently described as 
the forces of... ** international communism and its 
cohorts, leftist activities, exaggerated humanism, 
permissiveness, materialism and related ideologies 0 " 

Biernamm has emphasized that South Africa 
plays a role in the economic life of the West, and 
has stressed its potential military role 0 As he 
is quick to point out. South Africa occupies a 
strategic location with approaches to both, the At- 
lantic and Indian Oceans, and one of the best 
equipped naval bases in the southern hemisphere— 
Simonstown, on the Gape of Good Hope. 

The South Africans and, their lobbyists in Wash- 
ington argue that since the closing of the Suez 
Canal in 1967 600 million tons of oil destined for 
Europe and the UoSo go past the Cape each year 0 In 
the face of. possible Soviet naval interference, they 
say, alliances must be made with the UoS. and. other 
NATO countries to keep this oil flowing. 

The. United Nations report, however, says that 
the debate over protection of sea routes is a 
"smokescreen" designed to hide from international 
public, opinion the . evolving, alliance which, will 
sustain the rule of. a South African government 
that practices the racist system of apartheid 0 

South Africa is in urgent need of allies 0 The 
events of late April, 1974, where the almost 50 
years of fascist military rule were replaced by a 
military junta with many promises of reform and 
possible settlement of the wars in the Portuguese 
African colonies, create new uncertainties for 
South Africa o 

Now, the Portuguese colony of Mozambique, 
where Mozambique Liberation Front (Frelimo) guer- 
rillas have made significant military gains In 
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leadership however, would pose immediate threats 
to the stability of South Africa f s white supremacist 
ru 1 e c South Africa, accordingly, was the first coun- 
try to recognize the new regime in Portugal . 

The South African government has already sent 
several thousand men to help Ian Smith 1 s embattled 
Rhodesian regime, and there are South African 
troops in Mozambique .as well. South African equip- 
ment and technical expertise are widely used, and 
there are regular monthly strategy meetings between 
the upper echelon military commanders of South Africa, 
Rhodesia and the Portuguese colonies „ 

South Africa! s military expenditures have al- 
ready grown dramatically o They are ten times gerater 
than they were in I960,, and jumped from $500 million 
in 1972/73 to $700 million in 1973/74, 

In defending apartheid and advocating the al-1 
fiance with the IfSo and NATO, Biermann said, ’’After 
all, the lfS<-e would not be creating a precedent by 
entering into a military alliance with a nation 
whose internal policies it did not approve of 0 M 

The UN report detailed the flow of U.S. as well 
as British and French military material to the 
Portuguese colonies 0 The U.S. has sent large quant- 
ities of defoliants'— used with such devastating ef- 
fects in South Vietnam- “-to the Portuguese colonies,, 

It has also trained Portuguese officers in counter- 
insurgency at the jungle warfare Army school at Ft. 
Gulick in the Panama Canal Zone, and also helped 
to train Portuguese pilots at bases in West Germany. 

Under a bilateral agreement, France has been 
selling arms to both Portugal and South Africa; 
and Britain, under the recently collapsed Heath 
government, had also been selling weapons to South 
Africa. In May, South African and French naval units 
conducted joint exercises in Southern African wa- 
ter s u The UoSo and South Africa have already begun " 
informally exchange information on Soviet ship move- 
ments in the Indian Ocean through the U.S. naval 
attache in South Africac 

But, the UN report concludes, the current con- 
tingency planning undertaken by SACLANT in build- 
ing an infrastructure of military relationships 
could lead to a rationale to expand those relation- 
ships into direct U S military involvement. 

Although a spokesman for Admiral Cousins in- 
sisted that NATO activities remain limited to north 
of the Tropic of Cancer, the official spokesman 
for NATO in Brussels conceded that most of the 
disclosures in the UN report were correct 0 He add- 
ed that the conditions under which the NATO forces 
could be mobilized included not just M war n but 
Uerisis” as weil„ He would not elaborate on what 
’’crisis 1 ’ meant o 
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AN IGNORANT REPUBLIC IS A STABLE REPUBLIC 


(See #545, 552 for background on McAlester. ) 

INMATE DIES AFTER GAS ATTACK AT OKLA 0 PRISON; 
COURT ORDERS REFORMS AFTER 18 MONTH LEGAL BATTLE 

LIBERATION News Service 

McALESTEH, Oklahoma (LNS)--It ! s been almost 
a year since most of Oklahoma f s only maximum sec- 
urity prison went up in flames in a nine-day re- 
bellion spawned by inmate^ 1 frustration with of- 
ficials* lack of reforms. In the ten months that 
have followed those prisoners still held in the 
burned-out 70-year old prison have suffered hor- 
rendous living conditions, including 24-hour 
lockup. 

In May, two startling events dramatized the 
plight of McAlester inmates. First, on May 23, 
inmate Robert Forsythe was killed when prison 
guards sprayed CN and CS gas into the maximum 
segregation area of the prison referred to by 
prisoners as ’’the rock.” 

Secondly, on May 30 Federal Court Judge 
Luther Bohannon ordered the Oklahoma Corrections 
Department to begin immediate and far-reaching 
changes at McAlester* These changes touch on 
everything from racism. to disciplinary procedure, 
living conditions and censorship. 

The ruling came as a result of a long legal 
battle waged. by the Oklahoma chapter of the Amer- 
ican Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) on behalf of 
150 McAlester inmates. The legal fight began more 
than six months before the July 27, 1973 rebellion. 

Racism was a prime, issue in the inmates* suit, 
and Bohannon ordered fhat the corrections depart- 
ment cease discrimination in jobs and housing and 
present a total plan, for the eradication of rac- 
ism, in the prison at the end of 60 days. 

Previous to this decision, prison officials 
had practiced racial segregation unimpeded 0 Blacks, 
Chicanos and Indians, who make up the majority 
of the prison papulatioii, are totally segregated 
from whites. Before the 24-hour lockup began, there 
were separate mess halls, cellblocks and chapel, 
library and yard use. Third World prisoners were 
consistently given the hardest, dirtiest jobs. 

Regarding discipline at McAlester, Bohannon 
said in his statement, ”It is indisputably clear 
that the disciplinary system as it existed, and 
as it exists, at the Oklahoma State Penitentiary, 
has failed to meet constitutional requirements 
in almost every possible regard." 

He gave prison officials^ 60 days to present 
suitable guidelines- for.’ disciplinary procedures 
but demanded some immediate- changes, minimal as 
they might appear. For instance, inmates cannot 
be disciplined unless they have violated a writ- 
ten rule and. no disciplinary' action can be taken 
without a hearing. 


WASHINGTON (LNSj—Chaimian John L. McClellan The judge, ordered. .that the "hole” be closed 

(Dem. -Ark 0 ) of the Senate Appropriations Committee and ^ a ^ isolation (putting inmates in dark, 

said disclosure of the intelligence budget total / maximum security cells for long, indefinite per- 

that is 3 the annual reports an CIA spending which iods of time) punishment be reviewed by competent 

are ncno a well-guarded secret 3 would lead to de- and impartial .medical authorities to determine 

mends and details 0 !! If you end all the ignorance phy s i ca -i and mental effects on inmates. 

you end national security 3 n he asserted* "”30- Bohannon came down particularly hard on the 
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use of CS and CN gas to punish inmates and forbid 
their use to enforce any regulations. 

"Gassing is just a way of life down hear," said 
attorney Mary Bane who has worked with the ACLU on 
the McAlester case since its beginning. "There have 
been several severe injuries and it took a death for 
them to do anything about it." 

A McAlester inmate described in a recent letter 
the events that led to Robert Forsythe's death; 

"On Monday, May 20, Danny Kuykendall was severe- 
ly beaten by prison guard Jack Cohen. Kuykendall, one 
of the alleged leaders of the July, 1973 prison re- 
volt... is a member of the Committee Against Prisoner 
Exploitation (CAPE--a group organized inside McAles- 
etr) . He was beaten for refusing to surrender his rad- 
io in the maximum security section of McAlester... 

"Kuykendall required medical attention to his 
head, neck and shoulders as a result of the incident. 
After he was returned to the rock later that morning, 
20 guards armed with M- 79 gas guns, 12 gage gas guns 
and a large pepper fogging machine arrived. For the 
next two and a half hours inmates confined in that 
building were subjected to billowing clouds of CN and 
CS gas." 

After the gas had dissipated the next day, four 
inmates were removed to the prison hospital. A fifth, 
Robert Forsythe, died. 

In the ten months since the rebellion, prison 
officials have claimed that they have not moved to 
reconstruct the prison or provide adequate living and 
working facilities because the inmates are too danger- 
ous to let out of their cells. They say they don’t 
have enough staff to handle them. 

But Bohannon rejected this excuse hands down and 
ruled that officials must begin to resume normal pris- 
on activities. This means' that all inmates must be 
given reasonable time outside to exercise each day. 

Up until now all inmates have been locked in their 
cells 24 hours a day. They have also had to eat in 
their cells although the mess hall is available for 
use. A few of the men are allowed out each day on 
work detail, which consists of cleaning the prison, 
but that has been all. 

"The people are just going crazy down there," 
said Bane describing the extreme confinement. 

In addition, Bohannon” found medical care at the 
prison totally inadequate and gave officials 60 days 
to come up with" a complete plan for upgrading the med- 
ical facilities. At the very minimum, the judge said, 
the prison hospital should meet state requirements, 
and inmates should not be prohibitied from seeing a 
doctor if they wish. 

The prisoners' diet was also ordered investigated 
after the ACLU testified that even if an inmate ate 
everything available to him, he would still not be 
receiving a sufficiently nutritious diet. Bohannon 
ordered prison officials to provide Black Muslims 
with an equally nutritious but pork-free diet and 
that they be informed which food contains pork or 
pork byproducts. 

Attorneys have also been granted reasonable ac- 
cess fo their client s--a big problem in the past at 
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McAlester. After the July 27 rebellion, prison 
authorities refused to let lawyers inside for 
some three months. During- that time reprisals 
against inmates were Severe . • Inmates have also 
been granted full confidentiality when correspond- 
ing with lawyers and the courts, and prison of- 
ficials have been ordered to provide prisoners 
with legal materials. This too had been denied 
in the past . 

"Enforcing the decision will be the toughest 
thing now," said Bane, who also indicated that 
the ACLU is planning legal action about Forsythe's 
murder.. "But this is definitely a first 'big step." 
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76 VENCEREMOS BRIGADE MEMBERS HAVE PASSPORTS 

CONFISCATED IN NYC ON RETURN FROM CUBA 

NEW YORK (LNS) --Seventy-six members of the 

Venceremos Brigade returned from Cuba on June 5 

only to find agents from the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and the Department of Immigration 
waiting ..for them at New York’s Kennedy Airport. 

The 76, about half.. the members 6f the Brigade, 
had their passports confiscated by federal agents 
after flying to New York, from Barbados, a country 
which has recently renewed ties with Cuba. 

In the past, Venceremos Brigade members have 
re-entered the United States via either Canada or 
Mexico. Brigade members have had virtually no 
troubles with immigration authorities on any of 
the six previous trips to Cuba. Altogether, about 
2,000 American volunteers have made the trip to 
Cuba since the Brigade was- first formed in 1969 0 

This year's Brigade, which stayed in Cuba for 
two months, worked for six weeks on the construc- 
tion of the town of Los Naranjos, about 20 miles 
south of Havana^ Los Naranjos is being built entire- 
ly by members of international solidarity brigades 
such as the Venceremos group. 

The government agents refused comment on the 
confiscation of passports, except to indicate that 
it was under the order of the State Department. 

"We can't say anything, you know the rules," said 
one FBI agent* "I canit say anything," said Angelo 
L. Marrone, the immigrations supervisor. "It's 
something you'll have to take up with the State 
Department . " 

The U.S. has restricted the use of its pass- 
ports for travel to Cuba as part of its 12 year old 
economic and diplomatic blockade against the island. 
Court rulings have stopped- the U.S. government from 
barring the travel of citizens to any foreign coun- 
try. However, ordinary passports carry the warning 
that they are "authorized" for travel to Cuba, China 
North Korea and North Vietnam "only when specific- 
ally validated for- such travel by the Department 
of State." 
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ANY COMMENTS ON OUR NEW INSIDE FRONT COVER FORMAT? 

WE'D LIKE TO HEAR IF YOU FIND IT HELPFUL OR NOT. 
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(Graphics 'In Vpackets 616 j S84,Sr589 can go with this.) 

SOUTH VIETNAM: A LETTER FROM A TIGER CAGE 
LIBERATION News Service 

(Editor's note : The following letter is writ- 
ten by a a young Saigon soldier currently being 
held in the tiger cages of a Saigon prison for 
refusing an order and attacking an Merican lieu- 
tenant " advisor . " He writes to a student friend 
who is active in the Student's Movement for Peace 
in Vietnam* a I’Miird force " organization in the 
South* 

The letter is reprinted from the April lb 
issue of South Viegtnggm in Struagl ej newspaper of 
the National Liberation Front . 

Dear Tuan, 

kam writing to you in most difficult cond- 
itions: I am confined in a narrow hot dungeon. I 
sweat profusely in my army uniform and am forced 
into a position which does not allow me to sit up 
or lie down. My head has been shaved, I wish that 
after this detention, j would be dismissed from 
the army; if not, ! Iwoiild find ways to make myself 
scarce. 

When ! was a school -boy, I knew nothing about 
war. I had only a hazy notion that donning the 
army uniform is to be robbed of my right to be a 
man, to be concerned about killing. Time and again, 
you would speak to me about the war, but at that 
moment I did not pay any attention to it, too busy 
as I was with my love affairs. Now, I repent my 
mistake and feel guilty when I handle an M.16, a 
hand-grenade, these lethal weapons! 

I am confined in a tiger cage for having dis- 
obeyed my superior's orders and beaten up an Amer- 
ican lieutenant. The story is pretty long, I can 
only put it in a nutshell, but the root cause is 
my long-standing discontent which is now growing 
unchecked. 

It was noon... We received orders to march on 
Phu Le. Hearing that a VC group was operating there 
all my battalion rushed to that locality in the 
scorching sun. But we found nothing save a poor 
village with a few ramshackle thatch huts and stunt- 
ed trees. There was nothing like the charming vil- 
lages surrounded by green bamboo groves depicted in 
the text books of elementary school children. 

How desolate it was! No screeching of hammocks 
swinging in the hot midday! I saw only the terror- 
stricken faces of the villagers who were looking at 
us scrutin izingly. Were they afraid of those coming 
to protect them? I came to know the cause later on. 
The Captain pointed his finger at a sun-tanned skin- 
ny old woman: "Show me the VC whereabouts!" 

"I know nothing, sir. Nobody has come here 
s I nee thi s morning." 

"Don't try to hide the truth from me. I have 
been informed that a VC group came to this village 
this morning." 

"No, I know nothing!" 

The Captain angrily turned round and whispered 
to this American advisor something that I could not 
catch. In fact, the poor kind of English I had 
learned at school did not help me follow the con- 


versation, but I could guess that the Yankee 
suspected the poor woman was a VC. How could 
I stomach such nonsense! 

The Captain pointed! at a scraggy buffalo 
which, was gasping for, breath in the ,hot sun. and 
told me, H a S ' f I re. ah f thq’ ! 6'Uffaio ! to. liiake that 
woman squeak. Bes i de' we Kl 1? r two m 6i rclS with', brie 
Stone : , We 1 1 1 have something 1 fqr ' 1 gndh thi s . 
afternoon. , . ‘ J 

And he bursts oute laughing. 

At the thought that I should kill the animal 
the only means of livelihood of the poor family, 

I shook with fear. I wondered whether I was to 
"protect" the inhabitants or to burn their houses 
and kill their cattle?. No I couldn't do that. 

But I should not resist the orders of my super- 
iors . 

"Captain!" I hemmed and hawed. 

"Donft waver any longer ... .You don't like 
buffalo meat?" 

I cocked my gun; my hands were trembling. 

A coward I was! I turned round and stole a 
glance at the po©r woman. At first she was not 
aware of what I was doing, then seeing me ready- 
ing my firearm, she rushed up and clung to my 
legs, imploring, "Pity me, that old buffalo is 
all we have, pity me!" 

I looked at that contemptible captain (yes, 

I must use this word to refer to him) and then 
at the American who was toying with his burning 
cigarette as if nothing unusual was happening. 

I saw in my mind's eye the image of my village 
and my old mother. I was sure she was the same 
age as the woman. I heard the sobbings of that 
unfortunate country woman who was still clinging 
to my legs . 

I trained my gun on the buffalo but was not 
ready to fire. Then I pretended to raise the 
cock to fire though I had raised it already. I 
Then I lowered my gun and said, "Take pity on 
this old woman, Captain.” 

"Son of a bitchl Why should you pity that 

VC?" 

How could I bel ieve that the woman was a VC? 

In the eyes of that American, everyone is a VC, 
even that buffalo, for the simple reason that it 
had not the right to live. 

As nothing could be done about it, I raised 
my firearm, relieved as I was that it was on 
orders from higher level. 

The old woman sprang to her feet , stQod be- 
fore me, held up the muzzle of my gun, clenched 
her teeth and looked threateningly at me. Remem- 
bering this, I am still scared: I was within 

an ace of killing her. 

The American lieutenant rushed in and, to my 
astonishment, gave the woman a kick in the small 
of the back; she shrieked and collapsed on the 
ground. My blood was up. I gripped the barrel 
of my gun and with its butt hit very- hard 'on the 
head of that fellow. Blood gushed out of his 
skull. Staggering, he pointed at me and whispered: 
"A VC." 
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Thus It was my turn to be a VC 0 

1 am now held In a tiger cage and have had my 
head shaved n But it Is better than killing my fel- 
low countrymen. 

Now I am finished. What I wish is that you 
would never bear arms. Nobody must bear arms. Oh* 
by the way* I 8 m sure you would never join np p be- 
cause I have heard that ■ you are taking, part in the 
"Student Movement for Peace In Viet Nam. 11 Do you r 
best so that your young brothers and many other 
Vietnamese youngsters will not have to be ground 
by the war machine. 1 wish you good health and good 
success. Only now do I admire you and^eaUze that 
you were right. 

Affectionately yours p 

Nguyen An Hal 

* * * 

Currently Congress -is preparing to vote on the 
"Nixon administration f s request for an increase in 
aid to Skigon which would mount to $2 e 2 billion 
($1*6 billion for military add and $600 million for 
"economic” aid, ) Without this money $ Thieu 9 s cruel 
and eld) orate police and prison system — which ex- 
ists in violation of the Paris Peace Accords — 
could not continue 1 to function a There are now over 
200 3 000 political prisoners in Saigon jails* 

Many anti-war groups are calling for people to 
begin putting pressure (letters 3 telegrams# ‘visits) 
on their congressional representatives to vote down 
dll aid to South Vietnam or at the very least# to 
reduce it considerably 0 These groups feel that# 
given the current mood of Congress# much can be 
accomplished in this area# but only with a good deal 
of work. Contact your local American Friends Ser- 
vice Committee or Indochina Peace Campaign, chapter 
to see what you can do to help * 
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COST OF SURVIVAL FOR FAMILY OF FOUR DOUBLES 
IN LAST 25 YEARS 


JOB DISCRIMINATION, UNEMPLOYMENT ON RISE FOR WOMEN 

NEW YORK (LNS) --Some devastating facts on the 
employment of women and their salaries have been 
compiled from- business sources. 

Job segregation according to sex has actually 
increased in some sectors during the last 30 years. 
The proportion of women among all service workers 
(except household workers) has increased from 40% 
to nearly 60% since 1940. Fifty-eight percent, of 
all women workers are clerical, sales or service 
workers . 

Women not only earn less than men in all oc- 
cupations, but going up on the job scale, fewer 
women can be found, until there’s only one woman 
out of 600 at. the corporate official’s level, accord- 
ing to the April, 1973 Fortune Magazine. Going 
down the scale to the lowest paying jobs, the per- 
centage. of males reaches 1%, says U.S. News and 
World Report, April 13, 1974. 

But that's not all. In August, 1973 the unem- 
ployment rate for women workers was 48% higher than 
for men. The "energy crisis" has virtually wiped 
out equal employment opportunities for women in 
many industries. 

"Like low seniority blacks in previous auto 
slumps, low seniority women are the first to go in 
current mass layoffs," said the February 16, 1974 
issue of Business Week. 

—30— 
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MARIJUANA AND THE ATOM BOMB?? 

NEW YORK (LNS) --There is growing evidence, if 
a recent article in the Florida Times Union is to 
be believed, that the physiological effects of mari- 
juana smoking on the human body are comparable to the 
effects of high levels of radiation from nuclear 
weapons. 

And that's even for "moderate" use of the killer 
weed » 


NEW YORK (LNS) --"A family of four must earn 
close to $11,000 a year today to equal the purchas- 
ing power of $5,000 in 1949," reports the Conference 
Board, an employers' research organization. The 
report gives as reasons inflation, higher federal 
income taxes and rising social security contribu- 
tions . 

"In 1949, a $5,000-a-year family bad $4,656 to 
spend after taxes. In 1974 the same family needs a 
gross income of $10,750 to match this amount [of 
spending power]— —up 10.4% from last year. Rising 
prices have siphoned off $4,467 and federal income 
and social security taxes $1,627. 

These estimates, based on government and busi- 
ness sources, are conservative however, because 
state and local taxes are not included in the 
"average" calculation. 
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In testimony before the Senate Internal Security 
Subcommittee, Dr. Hardin B. Jones, a professor of 
medical physics and physiology at the University of 
California, told the senators, "As an expert on 
human radiation effects ...< chromosome damage ... even 
in those who use cannabis 'moderately* is roughly 
the same type and degree of damage as in persons 
surviving atom bombing with a heavy dose of radiation 
exposure. . ..The implications are the same." 

His opinion is that marijuana users could pro- 
duce a generation of mutants. Which is exactly what 
the article goes on to state. A report from Dr. 

Olav Braenden, director of the United Nations Nar- 
cotic Laboratory in Geneva claims "cannabis accum- 
ulates in the brains and gonads in the manner of 
DDT, that-.it produces fetal deformities in animals, 
in addition to abortions and stillbirths in a manner 
that resembles the damage done by thalidomide..." 

The Florida Times Union soberly concludes "What 


(Thanks to Economic Notes for this short.) 
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remember to send us your paper as it comes out- - 
we want to keep in touch ! I 
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a frightening prospect to have all the radiation 
monitoring equipment and world wide efforts to curb 
atomic fallout only to have the same effects from 
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[See graphics section for woodcut to accompany 
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SMUGGLED DOCUMENT REVEALS WIDESPREAD TORTURE 
OF WOMEN IN CHILE 

LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) — At a press conference on June 5* 
the UoSo Committee for Justice to Latin American 
Prisoners (US LA) made public a document recently 
smuggled out of Chile * detailing the use of tiqrture 
against women political prisoners by the military 
junta D 

Mirta Vidal * spokeswoman for USLA* announced 
that a letter was being sent to Luis Reque* Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on 
Human, Rights of the Organisation of American States 
(OAS) * demanding that a team of investigators be \ 
sent to Chile to inquire into charges of torture , 

In particular* it was asked that a woman doctor be 
included on the team Q Up until now* the military 
junta has refused other investigative teams admis- 
sion . to the' women's sections of their prisons 0 

The letter to Reque includes the text of the 
document received by USLA* which describes the use 
of torture against women in prisons and concentra- 
tion camps throughout Chile , In particular* 36 women 
are being held and tortured at a prison called. n Ei 
Buen Pastor” or ”The Good Shepherd o” The following 
is the text of the document released by USLA^ 

April* 1974 

The following women are being held under arrest 
in a women f s jail called T, E1 Buen Pastor : n Since 
September^ : Flbra .Ibarra* Doris Vasquez * Carmen Nor- 
ambuena* Maria Emilia Timone * Lucy Lorstch* Maria 
Cecilia Yanez* Lucia Eriees* Dora Rebolledo* Sabriela 
Quiroz* Maria Dfcrrigande* Rose Chandxa* Ines Pemjean* 
Maria Roman* Sara Riquelme* Silvia Hidalgo; 

Since October— Herminia Concha* Nelly Reyes* 

Rosa Dobuete* Eli ana Herrera* Yolanda Torres* Marta 
Hoettxnger* Luisa Miranda* Maria Gajardo* Maria Es- 
ter Diaz* Velia Salazar* Viola Munoz* Ximena Nasci- 
mento* Maria Nunez* Maria Angelica Reveeo* Maria Eu- 
genia Bravo* Andrea Lopez* Ines Figueroa* Gertrudis 
Villanueva* Elsa Rudolph! * Amanda Alt ami ran o * Monica 
HermosillOo 

In this jail since the 11th of September [the 
day of the coup against Salvador Allen de—ed , ] there 
are from >90 to 9 5 women held there as political pri- 
soners* most of them without any charges* never ques- 
tioned nor assigned judges (military) * not to speak 
of lawyers * Three have already been condemned 0 One 
of them, Viola Munoz* a sociologist and specialist 
in the education of pre-school age children* had.no 
political party militancy* no real, charges and was 
condemned to twenty years 0 

Once the women are condemned* they are passed 
to the common delinquency quarters of the prison , 

They practically cease to exist 0 They no longer ap- 
pear in the lists of political prisoners , 

There are three or four young women who were 
brought in from the now renowned Tejas Verdes pri- 
son* infamous as one of the most refined torture 
camps in Chile 0 There* the prisoners are so badly 
tortured that the sadists have a "recuperation camp" 


where the prisoners are taken if they are to be 
handed over to a more permanent (and therefore more 
public) jail* or be brought back to be freshly 
tortured. 

These young women have horrible vaginal infec- 
tions, at least three are pregnant, naturally not 
knowing by whom* having been raped innumerable 
times by their torturers during their stay at Tejas 
Verdes 0 They demanded desperately that they be perP 
mitted to abort, Wien they asked for a doctor, 
they brought them an ear specialist who told them 
that "they should be proud of what they bore in 
their bellies," 

These women are intellectuals or writers as 
Luch Lorscht, Ines Figueroa; teachers like Viola 
Munoz and Monica Hermosilla* actresses like Elsa 
Rudolph! ; women labor leaders like Amanda Alt ami r- 
ano* who sold newspapers as a young girl in the 
north and came to hold a seat in' the Chilean 
Senate v (from July* 39 72 until the coup,) They have 
no other accusations against them but that of hav- 
ing sympathized with the cause of the poor of 
the country and the government that they chose le- 
gally , 

These women arrive at the "Buen Pastor" jail 
from other torture camps where they have been sub- 
jected to the most monstrous tortures s several have 
had live mice introduced in their vaginas. In Tejas 
Verdes* one girl reported having been thrown at 
the young "Buin Regiment" conscripts to be raped* 
whether they* the soldiers* were willing or note 
In a place near Chena they were blindfolded and 
mass tortured* so they didn't know what was happen- 
ing* who was being tortured or raped* or whose turn 
came next , Girls finally came fromthese places 
with their hair pulled of in handfuils * their nip- 
ples blown off or burnt* their genitals destroyed 
by electricity. 

There are more than two hundred such torture 
and detention camps all overt the country. From 
exact reports regarding refinement in method and 
scope* it seems to be that Tejas Verdes would be 
one of the worst. There are hundreds of personal 
reports. They all confirm that in Tejas Verdes 
there are Brazilian* Argentinian and Uruguayan 
"instructors" in torture. 

We have to name places' of human sacrifice 
such as the Is la Quiriquina* Putrabaquedano * and 
each regiment* as in the case of the "Tacna" or 
the "Buin" where you can be taken on an all-round 
visit without 'seeing what monstrosities are being 
committed there. The prisoners are in the old 
gutters a The soldiers are afraid to act * but most 
often they can't stand it* and they speak* as do 
nurses* policemen andnneighbors , Many lives have 
been saved by these anonymous heroes. 

We hereby make a most urgent and desperate 
call to all the human rights organizations, to 
lawyers ' * and doctors' organizations all over the 
world* to women's organizations* to defend the 
integrity and liberty and lives of these women. 
There are thousand of men and women subjected to 
barbarity in Chile, 
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Schaefer, one of the USLA national staff, points out "JESSE JAMES" CHARGE DROPPED AGAINST 2 OF LOS TRES; 

that "...women political prisoners are doubly victim- LEGAL BATTLE LOOKING UP FOR ANTI-DRUG ACTIVISTS 


ized by the junta. As political prisoners they are 
deprived of their freedom and legal rights and are 
tortured in 'the ' standard ways ' . As women, however, 
their bodies are subjected to crude, maniacal sexual 
assaults for the sadistic gratification of the mili- 
tary personnel in whose clutches they suffer. 

"They are treated in a sub-human manner whose 
essence is the total disregard for the dignity of 
the human person. For this reason, it is vital that 
the condition of women prisoners in Chile be investi- 
gated in its own right." 

Rose Styron, a member of the board of Amnesty 
International, declared that the junta is taking 
special care to control women in Chile by threaten- 
ing their children. Frequently, children just dis- 
appear from school during the day and from the pob- 
laciones (working blass districts) at night. "They 
are psychologically and sometimes physically tor- 
tured... and then returned to their mothers." The ac- 
tual kidnappings, plus threats of kidnappings, are 
an effective way for the junta to intimidate women in- 
to silence and inaction, Styron explained. 

Ms. Styron stated that in March, Amnesty Inter- 
natinnal was informed that a nine-year-old girl and 
a four-year-old boy were tortured to death in front 
of their parents. 

Also speaking at the press conference was Judith 
Malina, a member of the board of USLA as well as a 
member of the Living Theatre troupe. She, along with 
the troupe ,. was )imprisoned by the Brazilian military 
regime for 2 1/2 months in 1971. She noted that the 
pleasfor public pressure to win release of the Chil- 
ean prisoners was not in vain, and explained that 
such pressure was what forced former Brazilian Pres- 
ident Garratazu Medici to release the troupe. 

"We were not released because we were innocent 
of the charges against us, but because the pressure 
brought on our behalf was, as the President put it, 
'denigrating the good name of Brazil."' 

In conclusion, Mira Vidal of USLA, explained that 
in addition to the letter to the OAS Commission, "what- 
ever steps necessary" were being taken to win the re- 
lease of these women, as well as other Chilean polit- 
ical prisoners. 

"We are asking women's groups around the world, 
human rights and civil liberties organizations, church 
groups, and professional and union organizations to 
join us in pressuring the junta to end the systematic 
torture of these women and release all those who have 

been arrested for their poltical beliefs." 

* * * 

; Bor further information and to join the cam- 
paign, contact, USLA (U.S. Committee for Justice to 
Latin American Political Prisoners) » 156 5th Avenue, 

Rm. 703, New York, N.Y. 10010. (212) 69L-2880; or 
Amnesty International, 200 W. 72nd. St. New York, 

N.Y. 10023. --30-- 

[For a detailed report on the Amnesty International 
Report on Torture in Chile, which covers .torture of 
all political prisoners, see Rose Styron ' s article 
in the May 30 issue of New York Review of Books.] 
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LOS ANGELES (LNS)--Two of the three defendants 
in the Los Tres case won a victory on May 16 when 
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals dropped the 
notorious "Jesse James" charges against them. 

The court dropped the charge, which carries 
a twenty- five year sentence for assault upon a 
custodian of federal mail, money or other property, 
after months of organizing by the Committee to 
Free Los Tres. 

Los Tres del Barrio were members of a Chicano 
community organization. La Casa de Carnalismo 
(House of Brotherhood) , which launched a campaign 
during the spring and summer of 1971 to combat 
drug traffic in East Los Angeles. The campaign in 
the Boyle Heights area began to reduce the sales 
of heroin and seconal (downs) . 

In August, 1972, Los Tres--Rodolfo Sanchez, 
Juan Fernandes, and: Alberto. .Ortiz— were charged 
with conspiracy to commit crimes against the 
United States (five year maximum sentences) ; con- 
spiracy to commit assault on a federal agent (10 
year maximum sentences) ; and the "Jesse James" 
law. 

In their activities to drive drug pushers out 
of the barrio, Los Tres had shot Bobby Parker 
(actually Federal agent Robert Canales) not knowing 
he was a federal officer. Parker was known in 
the community as a herion pusher. 

Canales, who was in prison for bank robbery, 
was offered a parole if he would infiltrate left- 
ist organizations. He was_ involved with the frame- 
up of the Soledad Brothers --George Jackson, Fleeta 
Drumgo and John Cluchetee-and was sharing his 
services with four different government agencies. 
Those agencies were the FBI, the Special Service 
Unit of the Los Angeles Police Department, the 
Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs, and the 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms Division of the 
Treasury Department. 

On June 3, lawyers for Los Tres filed motions 
with the Court of Appeals to drop the remaining 
charges against them. The Defense Committee be- 
lieves that the two recent victories—the release 
in November of Los Tres on $50,000 bail each, and 
the recent dropping of the "Jesse James" charge— 
may favorably affect their continuing legal 
struggle. 

For further information, contact: Committee 
to Free Los Tres, PO Box 33511, Los Angeles, CA. 
90033 or call (213) 223-3471. 

' — " - ■ ■-U 30 --- - ' 

*************************************************** 

FORD --BETTER THAN NIXON??? 

If you wonder what kind of people President 
Ford would bring into the White House, a new bio- 
graphy called JERRY FORD, UP CLOSE, due for pub- 
lication in June, reveals that he was the one who 
recommended White House plumber G. Gordon Liddy 
for employment by the Nixon Administration. 
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(See graphics in this packet and packets #615 and 
597 for related stories.) 

RELEASED FBI DOCUMENTS SHOW CHICAGO POLICE RECEIVED 
FLOOR PLAN OF PANTHER APARTMENT BEFORE DEC. 4TH RAID 

CHICAGO (LNS) --During a secret meeting at a 
Chicago Loop bar on December 2, 1969 s Special FBI 
agent Roy M. Mitchell gave a detailed floor plan of 
Fred Hampton's apartment to the Cook County State 
Attorney's office. The floor plan was marked to 
indicate where Hampton slept. 

Two days later* on December 4, 1969. Hampton, 
Illinois Black Panther Chairman* and Panther Mark 
Clarly were killed in a pre-dawn raid by 14 members 
of the "Gang Intelligence Unit," a special elite 
corps of policemen from the State attorney's of- 
fice. 

Information for the floor plan was given to 
Mitchell by FBI informer William O'Neal, then Chief 
of Security for the Chicago Panthers and Fred Hamp- 
ton;* s bodyguard. 

The sketch that Mitchell drew was among some 
300 pages of documents recently turned over by the 
FBI under ofder of Federal District Judge Joseph 7 
Sam Perry in Chicago. The ruling came in connection 
with a civil lawsuit filed for the mothers of- Hamp- 
ton y and Clark and for the raid's survivors. 

The documents also disclosed that a vial of 
phenobarbital was recovered from the apartment. At 
the recent trial in which O'Neal's informer status 
came out, a woman testified that O'Neal had once 
gotten drunk and bragged that both Hampton and Clark 
had been drugged before the raid. 

The Panthers have voiced the possibility that 
Hampton might have been drugged ever since a sec- 
ond autopsy was done at the request of the Hampton 
family. (The first autopsy was performed by the 
Cook County Coroner.) The second autopsy found 4.1 
to 4.5 mg. of seconal in Hampton's blood. "The 
level of seconal present," said Dr. Victor Levine 
who performed the second autopsy, "would have 
placed the subject in a deep stupor." 

"The mattress was vibrating real fast from the 
bullets being shot into it," said Deborah Johnson, 
then pregnant with Hampton's and her child, and with 
him on the night of the raid. "About the same time 
I looked at Fred. He had raised his head up and 
looked at the door. He didn't make a sound. That 
is the only movement that he made and then he laid 
his head back down." 

The special "gang unit" police who conducted 
the raid claimed that they fired only in self-de- 
fense. But ballistics investigators found that 99 
shots were fired by police and only one Panther 
slug returned. 

In addition, at the Cook County's Coroner's 
inquest police claimed that they had been unfamil- 
iar with the apartment and justified the hail of 
bullets as their mistakenly answering their own 
member's bullets at the back door. 

All the police bullets , however, were fired at 
the inside comers of the apartment --not at the en- 
trances . 

Mitchell , who gave sworn statements to Panther 


lawyers on April 24, May 1, and May 7, said that 
he had followed the activity of the Panthers "on 
his own" since 1967 and denied acting under the 
FBI's counterintelligence program. Documents which 
the FBI has been forced to release have revealed 
that its' "Counterintelligence Program" (COINTELPRO) 
called for "disruption and neutralization" of the 
Black Panther Party. 

In May, the Chicago Tribune revealed that Mit- 
chell, contrary to his own sworn' statement, was the 
head of the FBI counter-intelligence unit in Chi- 
cago at that time. 

The extent of the police and FBI maneuvering 
that went into the raid on the Panther's apartment 
is also revealing. Mitchell had actually received 
the details of the floor plan from O'Neal on Novem- 
ber 19, 1969 and had passed them on to the Gang 
Intelligence Unit on the same day. The police unit 
then began to make plans for a raid. 

On November 23, however, Mitchell learned from 
O'Neal that the Panthers had knowledge that the 
Gang Unit was planning a raid. He wrote in a memo 
that O'Neal had also told him that the Panthers 
had removed the guns from the apartment and, hoping 
to foil the raid, had hooked up a movie camera to 
film it. 

The police called off the raid. But on Decem- 
ber 1, according to Mitchell, O'Neal told him that 
the guns were back in the apartment. (O'Neal, whose 
job as chief of security was to make sure all Pan- 
thers were properly armed and their weapons working, 
said that both he and Mitchell knew that the weapons 
in the apartment were "just gathering dust.") 

Mitchell then met in a bar with state's attorney's 
agents and showed them the sketch of the apartment's 
layout. 

Around this time, a state court had upheld 
a conviction of Hampton dating back to the summer on 
the supposed robbery of $71 worth of goods from an 
ice cream truck. 

Unbeknownst to Hampton, the court was planning 
to order him to return to prison around mid-December. 

Hampton had previously vowed never to return to 
prison. In a recent interview Flint Taylor,* one of 1 
the Hampton Family attorneys, suggested that , faced 
with the prospect of Hampton being jailed, Mitchell 
and the state attorney's office decided that the 
raid must be "now or never." 

* * * * 

Attorneys for Hampton's and Clark's families 
are continuing to take sworn testimony in connection 
with the civil damgge suit. They have also filed le- 
gal papers to compel Attorney General William Saxbe 
to release the extensive deleted portions of the doc- 
uments which the FBI was forced to release to them 
and have filed legal briefs seeking the release of 
all testimony from all of the official investigations 
of the killings, 
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TOPi The following is a quote from the caption of this posters 
!, Dan Katchonga was a leader of the Sun Clan of the Hopi 
Nation. He was the son and successor of Yukiuma. He passed 
into the spirit world in February* 1972. The quotation is from 
his -’Message to All People,' 1 ’ published by Akwesasne Notes ( [$l] 
This poster is one of a series on heavy poster paper* three 
fox- $1* all of one kind, or a mixed set. Add 25$, if you wish 
a mailing tube. Akwesasne Notes* Mohawk Nation* via Roosevelt-own* 
New York 13683. 

Credits Akwesasne Notes/LNS 


BOTTOM RIGHT: "Freedom for Chile" cover 
repeat. May be run with 
the story on page 14 of this 
packet (#618) . 

Credit: The Democratic Joumalist/LNS 


BOTTOM LEFT: This ad ran in the - 

Poundmaker, a paper in Canada and 
led to charges of . "counselling 
theft." May be run with story 
on Page 7 of packet #616 
Credit : Poundmaker/LNS 
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TOP RIGHT: Black and white coalminers TOP LEFT; Her eth cartoon, 

demonstrate vn Bvrirttngham 3 Ala . during CREDIT; Hereth/LNS 

meeting of Southern Co. stockholders . 

The miners were protesting the importation 

of South African coal and the system of 

white supremacy in southern Africa. < 

MAY BE RUN WITH THE STORY ON PAGE 8 
OF PACKET #616, 

CREDIT: Earl Cotter /THE GUARDIAN/LNS 


MIDDLE LEFT: Sketch of floor plan of Black 
Panther apartment shown by FBI to state ’s 
attorney’s agents prior to murderous Dee.4 3 
1969, raid. The star (which was added) 
indicates notation identifying Hampton f s 
bed. 

MAY BE RUN WITH THE STORY ON PAGE 16 OF 
THIS PACKET (#618). 

CREDIT: THE MILITANT/ LNS 




